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"A briefe and true declaration of thi 
'firkneſſe, laft wordes, and death of the 
King of Spaine Pa1r 1e theſecond of that 


name,who died in his Abbeyof S.Laurence 
at Eſcuriall, ſeaxen miles from Madrill 
the 13.0f September 
1598. 


= O ſatishe my promiſe, and to 
= giue: an{were to your letters, 
"QI I» requiring my aduertiſement 
2 Of theſe preſent occurrences, 
>>) | pray you ynderſtand, that 
euexy- this yeere 1598. the Royall 
© Maieſticof our:Lord Don Pa1t1Þ the third, 
being then bur Prince, was vpon S. lohns day, 
in the market place at Madrill, to beholde the 
. Bullbaytings and other paſtymes which were 
there, at which ſports the King his father(which 
isnowinheauen) wasnotpreſent by reaſonof 
the paine of the gout whichſore troubled him, +. 
His Highnes being returned from the foreſaid 
place, diſcourſed vnto his father all thathc had 
ſcene, whereupon his Maicſtie anſwered, I am 
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Tiphtg olad ro ſeethee ſopleafint, for thouſhalt 
ncuer lo long as I live ſee mehaue any caſe or 
comfort in this my painfull diſeaſe. Andthere- 
upon commaunded preparation to be made 
forhis remouing to Eſcuriall. Do@ar Marcado 
one of his ordinarie Phiſitions tolde him, he 
ought not to tire, leaſt the extremitie of his 
painethouldincreale, The Kiog anſwered,ſec- 
ing [muſt be carried thither whenl am dead, [ 
had rather be carried thither being aliue. So 
thatinthe endto fatisfic his deſire, his footmen 
tooke him vp vpontheirſhoulders,& ſpentfixe 
daics'in going thoſe ſcauen miles, where after 
thathe came, he was better for ſome fewdaies, 
though he wasnot able to ſtand, butwas fot- 
cedettherto fit orlie.. But preſently the goute 
reſeaſing him,accompanied witha feuer, made 
himfar ſicker then he was before, his Phiſitions 
lbewedall the'skil they could to: giue himſome 
eaſe, burthe; extremiric of paine ſo increaſed, 
thatpreſently he entred into conſideration of 
his ſoule by ſhriuing and confeſling himſelte, 
and receiuing the ſacrament, atwhich inftanr 
he commanded Garcia de Loyaza to becon- 
ſecrated 


Tecrared Archbiſhop of Toledo,which was pet-: 
formed by the Popes Nuntio with all the ſo-/ 
lemnities and rites accuſtomed, There happe- 
ned alſotothis good King vpon his rightknee, 
a bile ſo angric and ſwelling, that he could take 
no reſt, his Phiſitions being amazed thereart, 
One Elias a Phiſtionof Toledo, by whoſe ad- 
uice and direction of others, one Vergara a 
licentiate Surgeon hauing applied al itmeanes 
to ripen the ſore, openedir, andlet foorth all 
the bad matter therein contained ; ſoone after 
the which, there aroſe fower other biles vpon 
his breſt, which likewiſe were ripened, opened 
and cleanſed, This corrupt matter bred a great 
companie of lice, which were very hardto bee 
killed, he remaining inthis meantime ſo weake' 
that he was faineto be turnedin ſheetes, and 

lift vp with fowermen, whileſt two other made 
all things plaine, ſoft, and cleane vnder him; * 
Tendaies before he died, hefellinto ſo great#” 
traunce (laſting fue howers) thatit was eaſily 
perceiued, thathis life and vitall powers began 
to faile, which cauſed divers Lords in Madrill- 


to prouide mourning garments, Being retur®? 
ned 


nedto hinifelfe, he ſaid to the Archbiſhop and"? 
to thoſe of the chamber there mes My 
{riends and ſubieQs, your ſorrowes arc of no 
* forceto recouermy health, forno humane te- 
medie canprofitme. The chicfe matter of your 
care oughtto be to prouide1 in time allneceſla- 
ries for my funcrals, andin the meanetime [ 
commaunde you to call hither your Prince, 
which ſhall be your furure King, and fetch hi- 
thervato-me my cofhn that I ſhall be laide in, 
and place here vponthis little cupboord,a dead 
mans skull crowned with my imperiall crowne, 
all which was foorthwith done. The Prince and 
the Infanta his ſiſter being inpreſence, the King 
called for Iohn Ruyzde Valaſco, putting him 
inminde of a cofer which he had committed to 
his cuſtodie, willing him to ferch it, the cofer 
wasvery little,yet whenit was brought he cau- 
ſd it to be opened, and taking foorth a preti- 
ous, ſtone of an infinite value, cauſed ir to be 
delivered tohis Dau ghter, ſpeaking thus vnto 
hir. My daughter Izabella Eugenia Clara, re- 
ceiue this Iewell brought vito me by your mo- 
_ the which I beſtowe vpon youformy laſt 


farewell, 


farewell. And then turning hinitdſthePtince; 
faid, are you contented with thisthatTI giue vn- 
to your liter? Who anſwered, yeaſir;alkhaugh 
yougaue her all thatl haue;/ /Thisanfwerely- 
kingthe King very wel, he willed thew tolooke 
inthe cofer toran other paper, and giuing itt 
the Prince, he tolde him, that thereia heſhould 
ſee the forme howto'gouerne his kingdome, 
Thenthey tooke out of the ſaid. cofer, a whip 
with bloudic knots, whichthe King holdingyp 
faid, This bloud is mine owne,and yetnotmine 
butmy fathers, whois inheauen,whomade vie 
ofthis kinde of exerciſc,and therefore tomake 
knowne the-value of ir, and the trueth, of. it 1 
thought good toreucaleitynto you. Afﬀterthis 
he commaunded a paper to be taken fromyn- 


and commend my ſoule into his blefledhands, 
ro performe therewith whatſoeuer it ſhalpleaſe 
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his diuine Maicſtie. Commaunding that this 
my bodice ſo ſoone as cuer my ſoule ſhall bee 
ſeparated from the ſame, be embalmed: then 
apparelled witha Royall robe, and ſoplaced in 
this brazen ſhrine heere preſent, and thatthe 
howers be kept, withall rites and ceremonies 
asthelawe requireth, and Icommaund my fu- 
neralsto be ſolemnized in this manner. Before 
ſhall be borne the Archbiſhops banner, then 
the Croſle,:the Monkes and the Clergie pre- 
ſently ſhall followe, allinmourning garments. 
Aidantele The Adelantado-{hall beare the Royall ſtan- 
ref de dardtrailingit vpon the ground. The Duke of 
& es; ayaraſhall carrie-the crowne vnder a cano- 
pie. The Marqueſſe of Aguillar ſhall carrie the 
ſword. My body ſhall be borne by eight of my 
chiefeſt ſeruantsall in mourning weedes, with 
burningtorches in their handes. The Archbi- 
ſhop ſhall followthe Nobles,and our vniuerſal 
Heire ſhall follow on the one ſide all in dewle. 
When they: come tothe Church,my body (hal 
beplacedintheherſe there ofpurpole erected. 
Allthe praiers and deuptions ended, the Pre- 
late ſhallplace me in the vault, my laſt habita- 
tion 


tion which ſhall be giuen to me foreuer, All 
this performed, your Princk, and third King of 
thatname, ſhall goe to S. leroſmes at Madrill 
there to keepthe holy ceremonies of the ninth 
day ycerely, and my Daughter with my ſiſter 
her Aunt ſhall goe tothe gray Nunnes bare- 
foote. Then ſpeaking to the Prince he faide, 
beſides all that which I haue heertofore ſpoken 
to you,[ pray you haue a great care and regard 
to your ſiſter, becauſe ſhee was my looking 
glaſſe &the light ofmine cies, Keepe the com- 
mon wealth in peace, placing there good go- 
uernors to rewarde the good and puniſh the 
bad. Letthe Marqueſle of Mondeiar be deli- 
uered out of priſon, on this conditionthat he 
come not tothe Court.Let the wife of Antonio 
Perez alſo be ſet ar libertie, ſo that from hence- 
foorth ſhee liue in a monaſterie;” and ler her 
daughters inherite the patrimonie which ſhee 
brought. Forgiuethoſe which arepriſoners for 
hunting, with all ſuchas are condemnedto die, 
(theKings pardon wanting) and ſo I giuemy 
laſt farewell tomy children,commending them 
toall peace and fafetic, Thenthe Prince asked 
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Don Chriſtofer de Mora for the RoyallKey; 
commaunding hin#'to deliver it to him, who 
crauedpardon of his Highnes, becauſe it was 
the Key of alltruſt and confidence, which hee 
could in no wiſe deliuer without the leaue of 
his Lord the Ring. Well, ſaid the Prince, itis 
ynough. And ſo wentintohis chamber, whileſt 
Don Chriſtofer returningtothe King, whome 
he found alittle cheered;faid vnto him. Sir, his 
Higlines asked of-methe Royall Key, which 
haue denied him as hauing no leaue from your 
. Majeftie. Bur the-King rold him he. had done 
il. Notlohg afterhe fell intoanotherfit, where- 
uponhe called forthe extreme vndtion, which 
was giuen vntohim by the Archbiſhop. Then 
he called fora Crucifixe which had beene kepr 
ffclyinia cheſt; which was'the very ſame his 
father held/betweene his hands, when hedicd, 
with the which hedeſired likewiſe to die. Here- 
uponhis Highnes'ireturned to his father, at 
whoſe comming Don Chriſtoter yppon his 
kneespreſented to himthe Royall Key, which 
the Prince receiued, and.gaue it:to the Mar- 
_ quefleef Denia; whereuponthe King _ ro 
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135, Reweniber ? commend Tee you DIR 
Chriſtofer for the moſt faithfull ſernant which 
I euerhad,and ſo haue care of al the reſt, which 
I commende vnto you. And fo he tooke his 
lcaue of him againe imbracing him, at which 
mſtant his ſpeech failed. And in this fort hee 
continued two daies, and died vpon Sunday 
the 13.0f September aboutthree ofthe clocke 
in the morning. The body was buried vp&f” 
Munday the 14.0f thatmoneth, about nineof 
the clocke in the morning, theAtcbilhop y- ; 
ingthe maſſe, The negKii$taup Eſcu-" 
riall the 16. of thavinſtaur, Jeabme rat - 
the gray Nunnes, and fo went to'S. [eroſines, 

the Court remaining in ggeatmourtiing* 

and jamentation,mitking prepas ' 
ration forthe great © 
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